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124 NOTICES OP NEW BOOKS. 

Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Court of Queen's Bench and the 
Court of Exchequer Chamber. By Thomas Flowers Ellis and Colin Blackburn. 
Vol. I. Containing cases from M. T. 1852, to E. T. 1853. 

Reports of Cases argued and determined in the English Courts of Comman Law : 
with tables of the cases and principal matters. Edited by Hon. George Shars- 
wood. Vol. LXXII. Containing the cases of Michaelmas Term, 1852, and part 
of Easter Term, 1853, XVI. Victoria. Philadelphia: T. & J. W. Johnson, Law 
Booksellers, No. 197 Chestnut street. 1853. 

This is the first volume of a new series of Queen's Bench Reports. In 
most particulars, very like its predecessors, containing many valuable 
cases, and the usual amount of labor and learning always expended by 
our English brethren on their standard and authorized reports. This 
volume also contains the new rules of H. T. 1853, essentially modifying 
the practice, and rendering it more simple, and, in some respects, not unlike 
our own, though much more exact. 

This volume leaves the profession little to desire, in the way of prompt 
publication, in this country. The sheets of the last part are scarcely dry 
from the printer in England, before we have the entire volume on our 
tables, briefly but sufficiently annotated by the learned editor. The last 
case in the volume was argued in the Exchequer Chamber in May, and 
in October we are reading it in Philadelphia, in a carefully prepared and 
handsomely printed volume, from one of our own publishing houses. Our 
friends the publishers much oblige the profession by their efforts thus 
early to place' before us the current judgments of Westminster Hall. 



A Treatise of the Law of Bills of Exchange, Promissory Notes, Bank Notes, Bank- 
ers' Cash-Notes, and Checks. By John Barnard Byles, Serjeant-at-Law. Third 
American edition, from the sixth London edition ; with Notes, illustrating the law 
and practice in this country, by Hon. George Sharswood. Philadelphia : T. 
& J. W. Johnson, Law Booksellers. 1853. pp. 646. 

It is the good fortune of the students and practitioners in our day to 
have spread before them distinct treatises upon almost every branch of 
law which is of any practical importance whatever. The law of bills of 
exchange and promissory notes, everywhere in this trafficking and com- 
mercial country, claims much of each practising lawyer's time and learning; 
and we have heretofore had some excellent treatises from men abundantly 
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able, and wonderfully patient and industrious, — as Bayley, Chitty, and 
Story, — but no treatise has commanded so immediate and so continued 
regard from the bar as Serjeant Byles's. The learned American editor 
has judged well in annotating a treatise less cumbrous than Chitty, more 
neat and exact than Story, and more modern than Bayley, and perhaps 
quite as meritorious. The editorial department leaves little to be desired. 
The cases have been selected, and arranged, and digested with a view of 
aiding and illustrating the principles stated in the text: the work is 
neither encumbered with copious cases, cheaply borrowed from the 
Digests, nor is it swollen by an amplified discussion of the grounds of the 
cases familiar to all practitioners, and to be found in the horn-books of 
the law. 

This book is one of a series which the worthy publishers are now pre- 
senting to us, edited by professional men of known mark, and juridical 
and scholar-like attainments. The old system of sending forth English 
books, cheaply printed, and carelessly and sparsely annotated, will no 
longer do. The improved systems of legal education, and the higher and 
better standard of legal attainments, demand improved works for study 
and reference; and the publishers judge wisely and do well, when they 
entrust their editorial duties to competent and well-paid men, whose pro- 
fessional pride and honest love for law as a study, aid and cheer them in 
their labors. 



A Digest of the Laws of Pennsylvania, from the year one thousand seven hundred, 
to the twenty-eighth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three. 
The first four editions by the late John Purdon, Esq. The fifth, sixth and Seventh 
by the Hon. George M. Stroud. Eighth edition, revised with marginal referen- 
ces, foot notes to the Judicial Decisions, analytical contents, a digested syllabus 
of each title, and a new, full and exhaustive Index. By Frederick Brightly, Esq., 
author of "the Law of Costs," "Nisi Prius Beports," etc. Philadelphia: James 
Kay, Jr. & Brother, 193 Market street, Law Booksellers & Publishers, 1853. 
pp. 1050. 

At length we have an edition of Purdon's Digest, which meets the uni- 
versal approbation of the profession throughout our entire state. Perhaps 
no book ever commanded such a uniformity of opinion at once. When 
Collinson Eeed, fifty-two years ago, prepared his alphabetical arrangement 
of our laws, and printed them in a small thin volume ; he little imagined, 
that in half a century, we should require one thousand and fifty pages of 



